
“When I shoot a film, 
the tension between narrative 

and abstraction is crucial. 
Because I’ve learned about 

cinema through films 
by painters. Through their 

way of reworking film and not 
adhering to the traditional 

cinematic rules that govern it. 
It’s never mattered to me what 
the industry tells you to do or 

not do – and this continues 
to be my concern nowadays.”

Gus Van Sant










